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Wager Online: 	 www.xpressbet.com 

Wager By Phone:	 1-866-88XPRESS

Customer Service:	 1-866-88XPRESS

XpressBet e-mail: 	 customerservice@xpressbet.com

Watch&
Win

Get all the excitement of  
Thoroughbred and Harness racing  
when you watch HorseRacing 
TV and wager with XpressBet. 
Watch live races from tracks like 
Gulfstream, Santa Anita, Lone 
Star, Laurel, Pimlico, Oaklawn and 
more, including replays, odds, 
features and expert commentary 
from knowledgeable hosts.

HRTV is available nationwide on DISH Network and 
on selected cable systems.  For more information 
visit www.hrtv.com.

Ask Johnny D.Ask Johnny D.

Q Is the Kentucky Derby Future 

Wager a good bet? 	   
   –Mae in Westminster, MD

AThe Kentucky Derby Future Wager 
is a smart bet only if you can get 
down on a horse you think is 

grossly undervalued. Duh!

Then, on top of that, you have to get 
insanely lucky for the period of time 
between when you make the wager 
and when the horses eventually cross 
the finish of the Derby. I don’t know 
about you, but that seems as close to 
pressing one’s luck as you can come.

The road to the Kentucky Derby is 
fraught with potential setbacks for any 
horse. Illness, injury or just plain bad 
luck can stand between any horse 
and the starting gate on the First 
Saturday in May—never mind the 
winner’s circle.

Two years ago, I made a substantial 
wager on Afleet Alex in Pool 3 of 
the Churchill Downs Future Wager 
at nearly 17-1. We all know how that 
turned out: Alex finished third in the 
Derby to Giacomo and then returned 
to win the next two legs of the Triple 
Crown—Preakness and Belmont. 
Afleet Alex was 4.50 to $1 when they 
popped the gate in Louisville.

Was my wager a smart one? Yes. Did 
I win? No. But I had placed myself in 
a position to get great value on what 
I estimated to be the best 3-year-old 
of the year and that’s really all you 
can do. 

Last year, Barbaro returned $40.20 to 
those who wagered on him in Pool 1 of 
the Churchill Downs Future and $32.20 
to those who bet him in Pool 2. He paid 
$14.20 on the day of the race.

Barbaro’s early backers got a nice 
reward, plus bragging rights and 
they are, as the commercial says, 
“Priceless.” X

Cover Story

SANTA ANITA, GULFSTREAM PRODUCE 
CONSECUTIVE KENTUCKY DERBY WINNERS 
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Track Codes

Aqueduct—1

Australia A—6

Australia B—7

Bay Meadows—10

Dubai—26

Fair Grounds—30

KY Derby Futures—57 

Meadows—67

Mountaineer—71

Oaklawn—75

Santa Anita—96

Gulfstream—42

Laurel—59

Tampa Bay—109

Turfway—114

Wager Codes

Win—11

Place—12

Show—13

Exacta—21

Exacta Box—22

Quinella—23

Daily Double—25

Trifecta—31

Trifecta Box—32

Superfecta—41

Superfecta Box—42

Pick Three—63

Pick Four—64

Pick Five—65

Pick Six—66

lay More Tracks by PhoneP
With XpressBet you can play a host of tracks by phone that 
aren’t available online. Plus, account holders enjoy no-fee 
phone wagering when using XpressBet’s Touch-Tone or 
Voice-Activated systems. Platinum Live Teller service also is 
available for just 25 cents per call. Listed below are some 
popular track and wager codes:

inners of the Kentucky Derby can have their final prep races just about 

anywhere.

But, even though the national stakes schedule offers trainers coast-to-

coast options, the last two winners of the Kentucky Derby used derbies at 

Gulfstream and Santa Anita to springboard them to the winner’s circle in 

America’s most coveted race.

Last year, Barbaro, the beloved ill-fated superstar, won the Florida Derby on 

his way to the most dominant score in the Kentucky Derby since Assault 

in 1946. The season before that, Giacomo used a fourth-place finish in the 

Santa Anita Derby as his final prep race before taking the Run for the Roses at monstrous odds.

Early this year, it appears that derbies at both Gulfstream and Santa Anita are in fine position to 

produce a third-consecutive Derby winner.

The Florida Derby is scheduled to be run on Saturday, March 31 at Gulfstream.

The Santa Anita Derby is on tap for Saturday, April 7. 

Significant prep races for both derbies are the Grade II Fountain of Youth Stakes on Saturday, March 

3 at Gulfstream and the Grade II San Felipe Stakes at Santa Anita on Saturday, March 17.

As any racing fan knows, a lot can happen between now and when the Kentucky Derby is run, but 

it’s a pretty good bet that the horse who wears the roses in Louisville will have last raced in either 

the Florida or Santa Anita Derby.

Watch and wager on your favorite 3-year-olds with XpressBet online and by phone as they follow in 

the footsteps of the last two Kentucky Derby champs. X
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See Official Rules at www.magna5.com. Must be 18 or older (19 in Alabama, 21 in Arizona, Washington and New Hampshire) to open an account and live in a state where legal. Void where prohibited.
Please wager responsibly. National Problem Gambling Support Line 1-800-522-4700. ® Magna Entertainment Corp used under license.

Magna 5 also is available online or by phone with XpressBet 
at www.xpressbet.com or 1-866-88XPRESS. 

Watch Magna 5 races on HorseRacing TV

Are you a player?

Five races. One hour.

$500,000
guaranteed pool.

Magna 5 is a $2 Pick Five Wager. 
Saturday Sequence Starts on the Laurel Card.
Play Magna 5 Wherever You Play the Races.

Visit www.magna5.com for Schedules, Results and More.

www.hrtv.com

®

®

Racing scribes with access to keyboards and fingers recently have banged-out takes on 

the Barbaro saga. Why? 

Because Barbaro’s spectacular life and tragic death transported us to places we avoid 

visiting very often. He touched our hearts, minds and souls and forced us to feel a dizzying 

range of emotions: exhilaration, shock, sadness, desperation, hope and finally emptiness. 

So, why should yours truly be any different?

If you can muddle through the scribbling of one more hack on the Barbaro topic, keep 

reading.

By anyone’s standards Barbaro was a fantastic racehorse. No one can argue that point. 

Was he one of the greatest racehorses ever to live? Hard to tell. He was cut down in the 

prime of life. 

Nevertheless, the facts speak for themselves. Barbaro won six races (on both dirt and turf) 

and earned over $2 million. His domination of the 2006 Kentucky Derby was the widest 

margin of victory in that race since Assault in 1946. And he was only the sixth unbeaten 

winner of the Kentucky Derby in history.

He won every race he ever ran in, except his last; when he horribly fractured his right hind 

leg in an accident no one can adequately explain, except to say that bad things happen. 

And they don’t happen for ‘a good reason,’ as some would suggest. They just happen. 

They are not a ‘part of the racing game’ or any other pastime. They are, however, an 

indelible fact of life for every living creature.

But, Barbaro’s accomplishments on the track, ultimately, are not what he should be 

remembered for. He taught us far greater lessons.  

As a tremendously intelligent being, Barbaro appeared to understand the concept of 

teamwork. He knew how to take care of himself but, more importantly, he was willing to let 

others help him. He readily relied on others for love, care and support. He knew how to give 

of himself and how to accept love from others.

And he trusted people more than most horses. Heck, he trusted people more than most 

people do.

In future years, when Barbaro’s name is mentioned, his Kentucky Derby victory will be 

remembered and so will his valiant fight for life. But to stop there is to miss the point. 

Barbaro was a shining example of how to give and to accept love. That’s a lesson we all 

could learn.  X

Notes on a Program

Barbaro’s
  Greatest Lesson

by Johnny D.

Barbaro Photos © Jim McCue
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$30,000 XPRESSBET LIVE 
ONLINE HANDICAPPING CHALLENGE

WWW.XPRESSBET.COM

XPRESSBET ACCOUNT HOLDERS ONLY
OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY!

• $50 REGISTRATION FEE  •  $10,000 guaranteed CASH PRIZES
• TOP 40 QUALIFY FOR $50,000 SHOWDOWN

Must be 18 or older (19 in Alabama, 21 in Arizona, Washington and New Hampshire) to open an account and live in a state where legal. Void where prohibited.
Please wager responsibly. National Problem Gambling Support Line 1-800-522-4700. ®Magna Entertainment Corp used under license.

Saturday, March 17 - Sunday, March 18

$50,000 showdown 
Saturday, March 24 - Sunday, March 25

Don’t miss this upcoming online tournament
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$50,000 SHOWDOWN 
ONLINE HANDICAPPING CHALLENGE

WWW.XPRESSBET.COM

XPRESSBET ACCOUNT HOLDERS ONLY
OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY!

• $500 REGISTRATION FEE
•  $50,000 guaranteed CASH PRIZES
• TOP 2 QUALIFY FOR '08 HORSEPLAYER

WORLD SERIES IN LAS VEGAS

Must be 18 or older (19 in Alabama, 21 in Arizona, Washington and New Hampshire) to open an account and live in a state where legal. Void where prohibited.
Please wager responsibly. National Problem Gambling Support Line 1-800-522-4700. ®Magna Entertainment Corp used under license.

Saturday, March 24 - Sunday, March 25

BATTLE IN YOUR BOXERS

The Showdown is a two-day online handicapping tournament with a $500 
registration fee that challenges players to score the highest cumulative 
earnings based on a single, $20 online ‘live’ win wager on a horse in each of 8 
mandatory races from Santa Anita and Gulfstream Park on Saturday, March 24 
and Sunday, March 25. The top 10 ranked players based on 

total mutuel payoffs for all 16 races will earn cash prizes, including a whopping 
$20,000 to the winner!   www.hrtv.com

USE MULTI-VIEW FEATURE TODAY
If you haven’t used XpressBet’s Multi-View feature, you don’t know what you’re missing. 
Multi-View permits users to view several XpressBet screens simultaneously so that they 
don’t have to click around to get different types of information.

For example, how would you like to have the program page, oddsboard, wager pad and 
results all together on one scrollable page? Pretty neat, huh? 

Plus, you get to choose which screens you show or hide. It’s all up to you.

Here’s how to use Multi-View:
•	 Go to My XpressBet in the toolbar and select “Configure My XpressBet.”
•	 �In the bottom section of the new screen, “Configure Multi-View” select the features 

you want to appear on your screen.
•	 Click “Set Preferences” and Multi-View will take care of the rest.

It’s just that easy to have all the XpressBet features you like at your fingertips. X

xpress LaneTM

DIVE INTO LIVE
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